[bookmark: _GoBack]104 PIME seminarians belonging to 3 formation houses in PIME region India came together for a three day programme in Queen of Apostles college seminary in Eluru. The three days from 26th to 28th of January, 2018, were filled with joy as the seminarians came together to pray, play and learn.
All the 104 seminarians from different levels of formation (Orientation, Intermediate, Degree, Philosophy and Spirituality) were divided in to five groups. The group interaction among these seminarians was greatly favoured by the fact that they were accommodated according to groups in different venues and they participated in some activities like sports, discussions and animation exclusively as groups. Each group was given responsibilities to be carried out during the three day meet.
All the activities were done together on three different venues. The Queen of Apostles seminary was designated as the venue as the meeting point and for meals. A temporary large tent was set up in the PIME elementary School premises to serve as a venue from Inputs, cultural evening, Daily Eucharistic celebration and the Input session. The Tent tastefully decorated, well illuminated gave a festive look to the premises. The St. Xavier’s boarding ground and Chapel were used for sports activities and the Eucharistic adoration. The PIME seminarians with their uniform T-shirt and name tags moving around in the premises of the PIME Regional, house, St. Xavier Boarding, PIME ITI , PIME school and the seminary attracted many curious and  inquisitive looks. This itself played a small role in the awareness and animation of the area.
The first day began with Fr. Rayarala VijayKumar presiding over the Eucharist, where he exhorted the seminarians to follow in the footsteps of Christ. In his interaction with seminarians he underlined the goals of this meeting and the positive and free disposition required of the seminarians for the discussions.
The first day sports events like basket ball and volley bally were animated and conducted by the vice rectors and administrators of the formation houses, namely, Frs. Jeevan. Balajoji, John and Galton. Their youthful vigour encouraged and brought about a greater participation from the seminarians.
Rev. Fr. James Fannan conducted the Eucharistic Adoration on the first day and in his reflection he spoke about the responses that the young are called to make to the revelation of God. He gave the example of the experience of the three young children to whom Our Blessed Virgin Mary appeared in Fatima.
The first day came to a close with a colourful cultural programme, showcasing the many talents our seminarians have. There were traditional and modern dances displayed, funny and serious skits presented on different social and religious topics and melodious songs were rendered.
The second day began with a Lectio Divina conducted by Rev. Fr. Melchior Raja. He helped the seminarians to understand the steps of Lectio Divina. In his reflection on the Rich Young Man, Fr. Melchior spoke about the dynamics of vocation in the young. He was able to bring out from the seminarians some very profound reflections from their own vocational discernment. It was a very edifying session.
Sr. Namitha MSI (Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate) was the resource person for the input session. She, through various group exercises and stimulating elaboration on the Letter of Pope Francis to the young on Discernment, enabled the seminarians to think about the priority of Mission Ad Gentes and Ad Extra.
In the afternoon, cricket and football were conducted by the young fathers. Our seminarians were refreshed by the physical exertion and the thrill of healthy competition.
Rev. Bp. Matthew Cheriankunnel presided over the evening Eucharist. The presence of Rev. Fr. Nelson Messian, who is ailing from a brain tumour and who has served as a Vice Rector in PIME formation house brought joy to many present there. Bp. Matthew highlighted the need for sacrifice and self emptying required of the youth today especially in the life of young seminarians preparing for a missionary life.
In the evening the five groups came together with a formator each to discuss and plan the missionary animation programme to be conducted on the next morning in five different parishes. A module of Missionary animation during the Sunday Eucharist was already prepared by the spirituality batch of the PIME seminary Pune and this was to be conducted by the five groups in the parishes.
In the early morning of 28th January Sunday, the five groups left with an accompanying formator to five different parishes in the diocese of Eluru for conducting a missionary animation in the parish. All the people who participated in these parishes were touched and responded well to the animation programme.  Fr. Augustine Mundupalakal, Fr. Rupak, Fr. Vandan Raju, Fr, Jeevan J, Fr. Balajoji, and Fr. John accompanied the seminarians for the animation. 
The PIME Inter-seminary seminarians’ meet was a time of encounter and bonding between the seminarians of PIME in India. It was a time of deepening our awareness of the missionary way of life as well as the response that the young seminarians are to give to the vocational calling.
